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dety be given to the Rev. 
GrorGet STEFAEnton, M. A. for his excellent Sermon, 

preached in Favour of this Inſtitution; and that He be 

earneſtly requeſted to permit the Society to publiſh it. 
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TRE 1 which led me to com- 
Wk the following Sermon, has induced me 
to make it public. It was preached to 
ſerve the intereſts of an Inſtitution of great 
national importance. The Society, judging 


e 


the publication might render it more exten- 
ſively uſeful, requeſted it to be printed. 
Complying with their requeſt, I could not 
be in doubt to whom I ſhould inſcribe it. 
The Friendſhip, with which you have long 
honoured me, demands the tribute of gra- 
titude and reſpect. I have therefore to beg 


that you will accept this public teſtimony 


of my regard, 
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InvereEnDENTLY of this conſideration, 


the ſubject naturally directed me to addreſs 


myſelf to One, who is diſtinguiſhed by a 


' generous concern for the improvement and 


felicity of mankind in general, and by an 
ardent zeal for the advancement of the civil 


and commercial intereſts of this country in 
particular. But I will not give you pain, 
by mentioning thoſe virtues, which adorn 
both your public-and private life, and give 
dignity to your character as a Citizen, 
as a Magiſtrate, and as a Chriſtian. 1 ſhall 
only defire permiſſion to add my ſincere 
wiſhes for the continuance of your happi- 
neſs, and to profeſs myſelf, with all Poſ⸗ 


lible eſteem; 3 wag 
| . 


Your much obliged, 
Moſt obedient, and 

Humble Servant, 
GEORGE STEPHENSON. 


e ee | 
Auguſt 13. 1792. 
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GAL. v. part of the 14th venss. * 


i By Love ſerve one another. 

x © ſerve one another by offices of Love, to aſſiſt 
our neighbour in whatſocver buſineſs he hath need 
of aſſiſtance, is a duty fo plainly ſuggeſted by nature, 
ſo perceptible to every underſtanding, and ſo expreſl- 
ly commanded by the revealed will of God, as to 
make the attempt to evince mankind,.by arguments, 
of the ſtrong obligations impoſed upon them, to be 
humane and charitable, ſeem almoſt an unneceſſary 


under taking. 


Tux all-wiſe and benevolent Author of nature has 


implanted in the human heart a certain principle 
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which directs and prompts us to compaſſionate the 


ſufferings of our fellow-creatures, and to alleviate the 


weight of their misfortunes. The truth of this ob- 


ſervation is abundantly confirmed by univerſal ex- 
perience ; your own feelings bear ample witneſs to it. 
For ſay, do you not find it difficult, at the Gght or 
hearing of any uncommon inſtance of diſtreſs, to 
ſilence the call, or reſiſt the pleadings of ſympathy ? 
are you not inſtantaneouſly impelled by the inward 
and irrefiſtible workings of nature, to mingle your 
tears with the afflited, to weep with them that 
weep, and to ſooth the aching heart? do not your 
minds ſwell with inexpreſſible ſatisfaction at the 
moment you are comforting the unfortunate? and 
is not the reflection of having imparted happineſs to 
others the ſource of the pureſt and moſt durable 
joy to yourſelves, far ſuperior to the low and un- 


manly gratifications of ſenſe } 


11 pe ER 

Tuis warm propenſity to ſocial affection, this. ge- | 
nerous diſpoſition of the ſoul to acts of kindneſs and 
humanity is powerfully inculcated and enforced by 
reaſon, The confideration that we are men, all of 
one family, children of the ſame almighty Parent, 
redeemed by the ſame Saviour, partakers of the ſame 
nature, liable to the ſime wants, and endued with | 
the ſame feelings, ought to operate as a ſtrong incen- 
tive to the conſtant exerciſe of mercy and benevo- 
lence. Did not he, that made me in the womb, make 
him? did not one faſhion us in the womb * was the lan- 
guage and the reaſoning of Job; and the inference, 
which he drew from it, was natural and equitable. 
He withheld not the poor from their deſire; he did not 
cat of his morſel himſelf alone, but the fatherleſs did 
eat thereof. Change conditions for a moment with 
a brother in diſtreſs. Put yourſelf in caſe, which 
might have been, which, in a world where every 


poſſeſſion is ſtamped with uncertainty, may be your 
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. 
on; and then conſult impartially the rules engrayen 
on the tablet of your heart: and you cannot. juſtly 
withhold that relief, wich you would, in fimilar cir- 
cumſtances, expect for yourſelf. Nor can you, it 
ſhould ſeem, prevail with yourſelf to ſuffer a neigh» 
bour, bending citadel misfortunes, to languiſh away 
unpitied and unaſſiſted, without doing a violence to 


your feelings, and the plain dictates of your reaſon. 


Bor as earthly intereſts and attachments do often 
ſteel the heart againſt the tender impreſſions, of which 
it is naturally ſuſceptible; as worldly engagements 
too frequently blind and pervert the faculty of reaſon, 
and ſtifle this friendly principle ; its operation is not 
left to nature alone, nor the rule of conduct to the 


deciſion of human caſuiſtry. We are poſitively com- 


manded by the written law of God, and taught by 


the example of our Saviour, to bear one another's bur- 


thens ; to ſoften the hardſhips which others ſuffer; 


{$) 

and to /erve one another by Love. Active, difinteteſted 
benevolence, ſpringing from a true and vital faith, 
is the prominent feature, the moſt diſtinguiſhing 
character, the very life of chriſtianity : the end the 
commandment, and the falfilling of the law. To protect 
the deſtitute ; to comfort the afflifled ; to be fathers to 

tbe fatherleſs and ſeet to the lame; to bind up the broken- 
hearted ; to promote che eaſe and Felicity, of all man- 
kind, by adminiſtering to their reſpective neceſſities; 
theſe ations, when performed upon chriſtian princi- 
ples and motives, are ſacriſices, with which God zs 
vel] pleaſed. Theſe are the leading duties required 
of the chriſtian ; who in vain will pretend to chriſt- 
ian excellence without that . chriſtian diſpoſition, 
which improves, ſublimes, and dignifies our nature; 
which the Apoſtle prefers to the other virtues; and 
which will ſubſiſt in full bln whe faith {hall 
be turned into viſion, and hope loſt in enjoyment. 
In the fervent and habitual exerciſe af this firſt of 
0 
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ty © 
chriſtian graces, he will give the beſt tokena, of hid 


zeal for religion, the ſureſt teſtimony of the ſincerity 
of his love to God, 'and the moſt OTE proofs of 
his faith! in Jeſus, > LS LN . 
Tux hiſtory of our Lord's life was written by the 
Evangeliſts for our admonition. His commiſſion 
was not to deſtroy men's lives, but to ſave them. He 


went about, from place to place, Healing all manner of 


* ſickneſs, and all manner of diſeaſe among the people. His 


employment and delight was doing good. His whole 
life was one uninterrupted ſcene of merey, and was 
cloſed with the moſt inexpreſſible diſplay of love, 
that ever was known from the foundation of the 
world; and He, now in heaven, fill maketh interce/- 


fon for the tranerefſers. An Apoſtle hath expreſsly 


told us, that one end (but undoubtedly not the only 


nor the chief one intended) of Chriſt's aſſumption of 


our nature, was to leave us an example, that we ſhould 


. 
fallow his eps, and walk in the path, which, in his 
on perſon, He'hath fo clearly and fo eminently. points 


ed sut. And what diciple would not wiſh' to reſem- 
ble, as near as he can, ſo great a maſter? As it is 
our duty, let it be our ſtudy, to imitate our Redeemer 
in all his imitable perfections, 


£ | 
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Fux different calamities, incident to the human 
race, have made different demands upon benevolence; 
and the modes of relief do, and will ever vary with 
the circumſtances and exigencies of mankind. But 
though there be various operations in this ſervice of 
love, many very excellent things have been juſtly poker 
of the inſtitution; for which I now earneſtly ſolicit 
4 your regard and your alms ; and which, I am willing 
to hope, you are now as earneſtly determined to ſap- 
por t Nan inſtitution, which promiſes great and laſting 
benefit to the community; which cannot fail of ha- 


ving as many friends as there are Chriſtians, For to 


1 
regain, and to ſave that which : WAS: left; is an employ- 
ment and a work, which gratitude far his On won 
derful and unmerited redemption, will ever excite 


the good Chriſtian to encourage and purſue. 

Lirz is an invaluable. bleſſing, communicated to 
man by that eternal and ſelf-exiſtent Being, who made 
and upholdethᷣ all things by the word of his power. It 
is an important truſt, committed to him by the great 


Donor, for the nobleſt purpoſes; and for the accom- 


pliſhment of his purpoſes, the Creator, in infinite wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs, has made che love of life one of 


the moſt powerful and laſting appetites, planted in 


che human breaſt. For, notwithſtanding we are ex- 


poſed, while in the body, to a variety of ſufferings 


and diſappointments, and ſubject to the tedious lan- 


guor of ill health, as well as to acute and excruciating 


pains; yet few are ſo diſguſted or diſſatisfied with 


their condition, as not to feel, in the worſt circum- 
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ſtances, a ſtrong deſire to ſecure their preſent exiſtence, 


Allmen juſtly hold life in high eſtimation. They cheriſh 


it with aſſiduous care. They guard it with every pre- 


caution; and eagerly have recourſe to every method, 
ſuggeſted by human wiſdom and ſkill, to protract 


its period. 


Bur we, whom the Daytſoring from on high hath 
v/ited, and to whom immortality is clearly diſcover- 


ed by the Goſpel, are taught, and profeſs to believe, 


that troubles and afflictions are ſent by a kind Father, 


to convince us of the vanity of earthly purſuits; to 
diſengage our hearts from an undue attachment to 
them ; to direct our affections to obiedls of real impor- 
tance, and to elevate our thoughts to heaven. The 
voice of revelation diſtinctly proclaims an hereafter; 
and aſſures us, that this life is no more than the dawn 
of our exiſtence. When viewed then in a religious 
light, and conſidered as the introductory ſcene of 
wh 


610 ) 


probation and trial, as Preparatory to a future, unal- 
terable and eternal ſtate, in which the fate of every 
individual will be determined by his behaviour here, 
it doubtleſs demands and deſerves man's chief atten- 
tion. A careleſs indifference and difregard for the 
lives of our fellow-creatures argues a defect of hu- 
manity, and 1s a breach and violation of the funda- 
mental and royal law of the Goſpel, thou ſhalt Ivve thy 
neighbour as thyſelf ; which comprehenſive command- 
ment requires, in the diſciples of Chriſt, the fame 
vigilant concern and active ſolicitude for the preſer- . 
vation of the ves of others, which they naturally 
feel and expreſs for their own. 
7 
To reſtore life, when apparently gone: to prolong 
this exiſtence, and afford the ſinner longer ſpace for 
repentance and amendment, and new opportunities 
of purſuing virtue with frefh ardower; * che direct 


object of che Humane Society. And any fyſtem or 


( 1 -) 

plan, which profeſſedly deſigns, and actually accom- 
pliſhes ſo zmpartent an object, juſtly claims the pa- 
tronage of a generous and 1 people. The 
gainſayer no longer treats with ridicule the theore- 
tical deductions of the Anatomiſt; nor rejects the con- 
eluſions of the Phyſiologiſt, as wild and viſionary. 
They are ſubſtantiated by repeated experiments and 
well authenticated facts; and their united force bears 
down all oppoſition, diſpels every doubt, and triumphs 
over the moſt prejudiced diſputer. Convinced by his 
own ſenſes, by what he hay, heard and ſeen, of the 
poſſibility and certainty of reſtoring ſuſpended ani- 

mation, he is laſt in wonder; and with reverential 

piety falls down, adores 1 praĩſes that Almighty 
Being, in whom he lives and moves, for having given 


4 


ſuch wiſdom, and ſuch power unto mortals ! 


THAT a total and abſolute extinction of the prin- 


_ciple of vitality may not, and frequently does not take 


( tz } 
place, although every external appearance of life has 
vaniſhed that when the ear cealts to hear the voice 
of friendſhip ; when the heart becomes motion- 


leſs; the pulſe imperceptible, the countenance vid, 


and the whole body cold; flaceid and inflexible ;— 
that the vital heat may be reſtored to the Nürnan 
body, and it may, þy the bleſſing of God accompany- 
ing the induſtry and art of man; be reanimated under 
all theſe alarming ſymptoms, is a truth eſtabliſhed by 


the clear and increaſing evidence of time. Tt is a 


ruth confirmed by the ſucceſs of the Royal Humane 


Society ; which, ſince its eſtabliſhment in this king- 
dom, in the year 1774, has been the means of preſerving 


and reſtoring ſeveral hundreds of men, women and 


children, who otherwiſe would have been loſt to their 


families, their friends and the ſtate. It is fully con- 
firmed by the ſucceſs, with which Heaven hath been 
pleaſed to reward the benevolent agents of this Society; 


as well as by the reports of ſimilar inſtitutions; not on- 


A 
ty in almoſt every part of this iſland, but upon the 


Continent, and in more diſtant regions. 


Had this noble inſtitution been earlier adopted by 
the hand of chariry, much diſtreſs might have been 
prevented z many a valuable citizen might have been 
reſcued from an untimely grave, and have continued 
a bleſſing to his connections, and a benefit to the 
world. Many, it is much to be feared, in this mari- 
time and commercial town and neighbourhood, have 
fallen ſacrifices to weak prejudices, to ſuperſtition, to 
ignorance and neglect. Overwhelmed perhaps in the 
feat waters, while purſuing their daily and highly 
intereſting, but dangerous, employments ; or ſudden- 
ly ſuffocated by the ſulphureous air of the coal- mine; 
a temporary ceſſation of the vital functions has been 
too haſtily concluded to be abſolute ; apparent death 


has been miſtaken for real; and they have been pre- 


maturely committed to the grave, without any friend= 
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ly efforts being made to reſtore them to life. May 


not their ſurviving relatives take up the words of the 


ſiſters of Lazarus, and apply them (but with the 


deepeſt humility, and in the moſt qualified ſenſe be 


the application made) to this merciful inſtitution ; 


if thou badſt been here, my brother had nat died! Thou 
mighteſt have prevented the ſpark of life from being 
extinguiſhed, and have rouſed the dormant principle 
of motion into activity; for our fathers were ignorant, 
alas! of the remedies, and unacquainted with the me- 
thods of recovery, whith have been, by the divine bleſ- 
Gas: ſucceſsfully practiſed by thee! O that we would 
all cordially unite in contributing to promote this pious 
work and labqur of Love; to propagate this uſeful 
knowledge, and enlarge the ſphere of its ſalutary 


operations! let us open wide our hearts and our 


hands; let us, in compaſſion to ourſelves, make the 


 widow's heart ta fing for jay, and wipe away the tears 


of anguiſh from the orphan's eye. We ſhall have 


E f 
the prayers of him, whoſe treadings had well | nigh 


gone; the bleſſmg of thoſe, who were ready to periſh, 


* 
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ſhall reſt upon us; and their united addreſſes to the 45 
throne of mercy will enter into the ears of the Lord of 
Sabaoth, and draw down upon us the choiceſt bleſ- ' 
inge of Heaven - een DON IH | 
INNUMERABLE are the contingencies incident to 
human nature, which no prudence or forecaſt can 
prevent; and from which an excluſive privilege of 
exemption is not granted to any age or any rank. 
The movements of the fine machine may be ſtopped 
by many accidents, and obſtructed by various attacks; 
by a ſtroke of lightning, by an apoplexy, by intenſe 
cold, by noxious vapours, by ſtrangling. In theſe 
extreme and violent caſes, the miniſters of this houſe 


of mercy interpoſe their friendly aſſiſtance; and you 


behold them diſpenſing health and gladneſs all around. 


By their timely and judicious efforts, the latent ſpark 
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has been rekindled ; reſpiration and circulation hays 


been reproduced the action of the vital organs has 
been reſtoretl, und the patient revived. And who 
knows what a day may bring forth? may not the health- 


ieſt of this numerous aſſembly ; may not the wealth- 
ieſt, as well as the poor man, be ſeized in the public 
ſtreet by a fit, at a diſtance from his home and his 
friends? may not your only child, in whom all your | 
hopes are centered, ſporting in all the bloom and 


gaiety of youth, accidentally fall into the water, and be 
dragged out motionleſs and breathleſs ? and has not 


the ſtranger, afraid to truſt himſelf to his own feel- 


ings, either paſſed by, like the Levite, on the other 


Hide ; or from the apprehenſion of trouble, of expence 


and inconvenience, ſhut his door againſt the pale and 


ſqualid corpſe? nor is the multitude; brought together 


by chance and curioſity, capable of aiding the medi- 


cal praQtitioner in his exertions to detain the . parting 


ſpirit, and reſtore the vital powers. In this caſe the 


. 
purple ſtream, condenſed by the cold approach of 


death, ſoon ceaſes to flow ; the principle of irritability 
bv gradually deſtroyed ; the luer cord is looſed i che 
union of the ſoul and body is diſſolved ; and the ſpirit 
farviving the diſſolution of che Material corruptible 


frame, returns unto God who gave it, 


- . Hence this charity comes home to the bufineſs and 
the boſom of us all. Hence apy fars the great propri- 
ety, utilicy and urgent neceſſity of eſtabliſhing GExE- 


RAL. Receivinc-HousEs, whither the. unfortunate 
object may be-conveyed without loſs of time; and 
where an Apparatus may be lodged, and every thing 
requiſite to forward the benevolent endeavours of the 
Faculty, may be provided with that immediate 
readineſs, which ſuch ſudden and alarming caſes 
eie This meaſure has already been adopted by 
the Society; the beneficial effects of it have been ex- 
perienced : and it is their earneſt defire and intention 
F 


mere 
KEY 


- 
————  -- 
_ — — 


— 
ms r——<w 


—————̃ — — 2 e — 


- ——— OD Ah — oo — — — — ꝗ — ]⁰ ůmͤm7 Ä? mV! . .—Ä̃— R 
_ 
—— 


1 
| ' 
: 
\ 
: 
| b 
| 


( 18 1 


— 


to extend the benefit to diſtant places, as the liberality 


of well diſpoſed Chriſtians enlarges their abilities 
Suffer me then to exhort you, as ye love and value 
the lives of your children and your fiienda 4 as ye 
have a juſt eſteem for your "ky ſteadily to perſevere 


in promoting ſo glorious an undertaking. 


As ye are friends to your country; as ye are 


attached to the beſt ſf Sovereigns and the beſt of go- 


. 


vernments, ſeize the preſent opportunity of diſplaying 
your loyalty and your patriotiſm by a generous ſupport 
of an inſtitution, whoſe aim and whoſe glory is the pre- 
{ervation of life. The uniform experience of all ages 


declares the ſtrength, the power and riches of a ſtate 


to conſiſt in the number of its virtuous citizens; and 


the intereſt and welfare of every community are 


cloſely connected with the lives of its members. Fe 
the multitude of people is the king's honour ; but in the 
avant of people is he defrudtion- of tbe prince. 


SxnxEAr too are the religious, as well as | political, , 
advantages reſulting from this charity. Whilſt it 
preſerves the bodies of men, it = at the ſame time 
a manifeſt tendency to improve virtue, and knowled go, 
and religion; to prevent the extinction of che nobleſt 
part of our compounded being; to reſtore and preſerve 
the ſpiritual life. He, who before reanimation, Was 
an abſolute ſtranger to the comforts of religion, and 
had wandered from the path of rectitude and peace 
in the unceaſing purſuit of vicious indulgence, loſt in 
Ignorance and guilt ; when be has been happily 
Wu back ſrom the confines of the grave, and 
kept alive that he ſhould not go down into the pit, natu- 
rally looks up with ſentiments of veneration, of love 
and gratitude to the great Giver, Supporter and Re- 
ſtorer of life for ſo ſignal a mercy. His ſoul awakes 
from its lethargy, and ariſes from the dead. He 
liſtens to the voice of wiſdom ; and communing ſeri- 


ouſly with his own heart, he ſees and laments the fol- 


t. 
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lies of his paſt conduct; he turns from the error of his 


ways; and a thorough' reformation is produced. His 
heavenly Father, rejoicing over the returning prodigal, 
aids and ſtrengthens his good reſolutions by the influ- 


ences of the Holy Spirit. The penitent, created anew, 


7 ᷣ Pt He OLED PIR 
goes on from ſtrength toſtrength, growing in grace, and 
adding virtue to the knowledge of our Lord Jefus Chriſt. 


He lives an uſeful, a valuable and reſpected member 


of ſociety ; and when all the waves and ſtorms of this 
frail tranſient ſtate have paſſed over him ; when that 


period arrives, beyond which the ingenuity of man 


cannot protract his exiſtence, he piouſly Tefigns his 


ſoul into the hands of his Maker, with a firm hope of 
riſing with a body, which ſhall not be ſubject to any 


more pain, nor be liable to accident, to change or de- 


cay. He dies the death of the righteous, and bis latter 
bd 5s. hte: e 


% 
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Bur the reports of the Society proclaim its excel- 


lence in the moſt forcible manner, In them it will 


„ 
be · found that the methods uſed for the recovery bf 
perſons from danger and: death, have been crowned 
with much ſucceſs. In the ſhort. ſpace from its firſk 
eſtabliſhment, in Auguſt, 1791, three perſons, appar- 
ently dead, have been reſtored to life, and ten“ ſaved 
from drowning. - Theſe living monuments of its hap- 
py exertions ſpeak its importance and its praiſes beſt. 
Say, ye ſhipwrecked mariners, to whom you are in- 
debted, that you now breathe the vital air, that you 
now behold the light of the ſun; and are enabled by 
the work of your hands to be the ſupport and com- 


fort of your families; returning at the ſame time a 


grateful tribute to your benefactors, by contributing 


to their convenience, their eaſe and their grandeur, by 
your honeſt induſtry! Say, what were the emotions 


which filled your boſoms in the dark wintry night, 


\* Seven of theſe were overſet in boats at the entrance of the harbour, 
and were ſaved, by men going immediately off to their aſſiſtance. Their 
fagceſsful exertions were rewarded by the Humane Society. 
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when che horfors:bf-the tempeſt: ſurrounded you; 
when the depths-cloſed. you dme ubout, and the floods 
ran bver vou when ſtraggling with death, and no hope 
remained, you; beheld the meſſengers of mercy; who, 
prompted By humanity, and ſtimulated by the re- 
wards of this Society, braved the raging of the boif- 


terous element; and with-a'bold ſuperiority, wreſting 


from him his prey, brought you ſafe to land! Say, 
what no language df mins san deſefbeg What you on 
ly vcho felt can tell, what were the mutual raptures, 
when you firſt embraced che objects of your affec- 
tion! © Of the child returning to the fond parent's 


care! Of the facher receiving back from the grave 
* the joy, the ſolace of his age! Of the huſband re- 
* ſtored to the wife of his boſom! Of the wife, not 


* yet a widow, again embracing her yet loving lord! 


The moſt ſelfiſh and ſordid wretch upon earth will 


melt at che recital 3 his narrow notions will expand 


beyond the little circle of hicafelE; and he will extend 


« - ft 
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his kind wiſhes and good ſervices to his-neighbours. 
and his country. Inſtead: of diſquieting himſelf in 
vain, and heaping up ſuperfluous riches to his hurt, 
(of which-in:truth he is only a ſteward and diſpenſer, 
and ſtrictly accountable for his ſtewardſhip) he will 
beſtow:a:portion; of them on the fund of the Humane 
Sociery ; that lien he fails, they-may, through the 
merits and deatli of his Sayiour; receive him into the 
manſions of everlaſting peace. = 
AS ACSC 32 
Tus earheſt and: diſintereſted zeal of .the Patrons 
and Governors, of the Phyſicians and Surgeons, who 
chehrfaully give their time, their knowledge and their 
Alcill to ths Humane Society, without any reward but 
chat in ward ſatis faction which attends the labours of 
the benexolons heart, deſerves particularly to be men- 
tioned, as a further recommendation of this truly 
chriſtian eſtabliſhment. Guarded as it is WP: pru- 


dent regulations ſes cannot eaſily eater ; nor can 


there 1b Need arife the moſt dilant ſuſpicion of any 
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negligence in the œconomy, or bens in the 
diſtribution of your beriefaQione. nes 
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INFLUENCED then by genuine philanthropy, and 
atuated by a pure principle of love to mau, founded 
upon the love of God, let us all, in proportion to our 
ſeveral abilities, heartily coneur in ſupporting and ex- 
tending a charity of ſuch public utility, and produe- 
uve of ſo much private hagpinels If we have abun- 
dance, let us give alms accordingly : if we have but a 
little, let us not be afraid to give according te that little. 
Let us, with a willing mind, caſt our mites into the 
treaſury, and go and ſay to the diſtracted widow, 
See, thy: ſon liveth Let us go * to cheriſh this infant - 
inſtitution We every attention till We have raiſed a 


perfect work. = = eq 3 


Tun recollection of acts of x mercy and has will 
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be our beſt lupport under all the viciſſitudes and 


diſaſters, that may befal us in our pilgrimage ; will 


\ 


( 25 ) 

Tooth and chear us, when we lie upon the bed of fick- 
neſs ; will be the ſource of real conſolation, when we 
ſtand moſt in need of conſolation, at the ſolemn hour 
of Death. And at the awful day of future judgment 
and account, thoſe rejoicing ſouls, whom we have been 
the happy inſtruments, under Providence, of recover- 
ing and ſaving, will ſtand forth and plead our cauſe ; 
Theſe, O Lord, will they ſay, are the men who reſcued 
us from the jaws of death ; who gave us an opportu- 
nity of forſaking our iniquities, of renewing our obe- 
dience, and, through the grace and aſſiſtance of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, of working out our ſalvation. Then ſhall the 
King, with wonderful and gracious condeſcenſion, ſay, 
Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you ; for as much as ye have done it to theſe my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me. Then ſhall they, who 
have turned many to righteauſneſs, ſhine forth as the fun 
in the kingdom of their Father, as the brightneſs of the fir- 
mament, and as the ſtars for ever and ever. 
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